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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Specification: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On page 1, first paragraph please insert: — This application is a 371 of PCT/EP03/08957 
filed on 08/12/2003.— 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
alone or in combination teach or suggest the instant method of treating multiple sclerosis 
comprising administering at least one compound selected from the group consisting of 
treosulfan, busulfan, dimethyl busulfan, pentasulfan and hepsulfam to a person in need of such 
treatment, said method not comprising stem cell transplantation. The alkylating agent treosulfan 
has previously been used in cancer therapy and the exact causes of multiple sclerosis are 
unknown and therefore it is not obvious to use the alkylating agent treosulfan in a method of 
treating a person suffering from multiple sclerosis. The closest prior art of Openshaw et al. 
(Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplants 2000, 6, 563-676) teach a method of treatment for 
people with primary or secondary progressive multiple sclerosis comprising a preparatory 
regimen of oral busulfan followed by stem cell transplantation. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Claims 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 42 and 44-56 are 
allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ernst V. Arnold whose telephone number is 571-272-8509. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:15 am-3:45 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Johann Richter can be reached on 571-272-0646. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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